
INSTRUCTIONS

THE TRAVEL KIT



TO GET STARTED
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Thank you so much for choosing our Travel Kit! We are excited that you want
to start crafting your new favourite travel accessories! Here's what you can
expect when you finish: 
The luggage tag: with a small metal buckle and clear window for your
address, your luggage is ready for the next trip.  
The glasses case: easily and quickly made, the glasses case protects your
favourite glasses and completes your travel kit. 
The passport wallet: the masterpiece! With various compartments for your
passport, tickets, cards and receipts, you always have all your essential travel
documents to hand. 

We know you really want to get started right away but first please take some
time to familiarise yourself with the contents of the DIY box.

IMPORTANT: The basics of leatherworking can be found in our separate
Basics Guide. If you are trying out one of our DIY boxes for the first time,
please first read through the Basics Guide to learn the three essential skills
"gluing", "sewing" and "edge finishing". We also recommend watching our
explanatory video tutorials.

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
https://www.bagsandpieces.co/tutorials/


1x FRONT (WITH
ADDRESS WINDOW)
1x BACK

FABRIC LINING PIECES:
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PREPARATION

LUGGAGE TAG PIECES

#thetravelkit

1x BUCKLE FOR STRAP
2x PLASTIC SHEETS (FOR
ADDRESS WINDOW)
1x ADDRESS CARD

1x FRONT (WITH ADDRESS
WINDOW)
1x BACK PIECE 
1x STRAP 

LEATHER PIECES:
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GLASSES CASE PIECES
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1X LEATHER OUTER
1X FABRIC LINING

PREPARATION
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1X LEATHER 
1X FABRIC LINING 

MAIN WALLET

PASSPORT WALLET PIECES
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PREPARATION

1X LEATHER POCKET WITH
3 SLITS 
1X FABRIC POCKET LINING
3x EXTRA THIN LINING FOR
CARD POCKETS 

LEFT POCKET

 
 

1X LEATHER POCKET
1X FABRIC POCKET LINING

RIGHT POCKET
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TOOLS & ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
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1x sewing thread 
1x wax
3x saddlers needles with blunt tips
3x document clips 

1x leather glue small 
1x brush for applying the leather glue 

1x base coat for priming the edge colour 
1x edge paint 
1x roller dye pen for applying the base coat & edge paint 
1x sanding sponge 

Step-by-Step instructions (for download) 
Tutorial Videos & Basics Guide (available online) 

Are you missing a part or do have a question? 
Then send an email to hello@bagsandpieces.co and we

will help you as soon as possible! 

PREPARATION

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/en/tutorials/
https://www.bagsandpieces.co/en/tutorials/
https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf


MY PROGRESS

EDGE FINISH STRAP 

SEW BUCKLE TO STRAP

EDGE FINISH LUGGAGE TAG

ADD ADDRESS CARD 

6

7

1 GLUE PLASTIC SHEET TO FRONT

GLUE FRONT LINING TO FRONT

3 GLUE BACK LINING TO BACK

4

LUGGAGE TAG  

2

 SEW FRONT AND BACK TOGETHER

5

OVERCASTING STITCH 

1 GLUE ONE HALF OF LINING TO LEATHER 

GLUE SECOND HALF OF LINING TO LEATHER

3 SEW GLASSES CASE TOGETHER

4

GLASSES CASE  

2

5
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EDGE FINISH GLASSES CASE 

8



EDGE FINISH ALL AROUND WALLET

1 MAKE CARD SLOTS IN LEFT POCKET 

GLUE LINING TO WALLET

3 EDGE FINISH POCKETS AND SECTION OF MAIN WALLET

4

PASSPORT WALLET  

2

SEW ALL AROUND WALLET

5

The construction order is set in terms of difficulty. If this is your first
project we recommend that you start with the luggage tag, followed by
the glasses case, finishing with the passport wallet.
 
Optional: it is possible to make all three items at the same time if you 
 bundle certain steps. This means first gluing all the parts, then sewing,
then finishing the edges. This way there is less waiting time between
individual steps while the glue and paint dries. 
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MY PROGRESS
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LUGGAGE TAG
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STEP 1: GLUE PLASTIC SHEET TO FRONT

Apply a thin, approx. 5mm wide layer of glue to the wrong side of the
front leather piece around the edge of the inner window. Then place the
plastic sheet on top (approx. 5mm overhang on the sides) and press
gently.

Note: be sure to apply glue sparingly, otherwise glue may leak onto the
window section of the plastic sheet. If this happens you can remove the
plastic sheet and try it again (there are 2 plastic sheets in the kit for this
purpose). 

STEP 2: GLUE FRONT LINING TO FRONT

Apply a layer of glue to rest of the wrong side of the leather front.
Also apply a little glue to the outer edge of the plastic sheet. Place
the lining on top and press everything firmly in place. The plastic
sheet is now sandwiched between the front and the lining. 



STEP 4: SEW FRONT AND BACK TOGETHER

Place the front piece on top of the back piece. Hold in place with
document clips and sew together with saddle stitching. When the
stitching is complete, hide the excess thread and secure it with a
glue dot (the stitching process is described in the Basics Guide).
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STEP 3: GLUE BACK LINING TO BACK

Apply a layer of glue to the wrong side of the back leather piece.
Place the lining on top. Press in place and let dry for a few minutes.

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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STEP 5: EDGE FINISH STRAP   

Now finish the edges of the strap (this is not possible after sewing).
Apply the base coat as described in the Basics Guide: first apply a
thin layer, allow to dry, then sand. Then apply a thicker layer and
allow to dry again. Depending on your needs, apply a third layer of
base coat or the edge paint directly. Let it dry well before continuing
with the next step.

STEP 6: SEW BUCKLE TO STRAP

Insert the pin of the buckle from the wrong side of the strap through
the oval-shaped hole. Then insert the short end of the strap down
through the buckle (see diagram) and fold it back on itself to make a
loop. Now secure the loop with a few stitches. 

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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STEP 7: EDGE FINISH LUGGAGE TAG

Finish all edges of the luggage tag, including the edges where you
sewed (i.e. 2 layers of leather) and also where the luggage tag opens
to insert the address card (i.e. 1 layer of leather). Where two layers of
leather are sewn together, you may need three or four layers of base
coat on the edges to achieve an even result.

The instructions for edge finishing are the same as in step 5 and also
fully described in the Basics Guide.

STEP 8: ADD ADDRESS CARD

Now the address card can be labeled and put into the luggage tag.
Thread the strap through the slot in the luggage tag and close the
buckle. Your new luggage tag is ready! 

Stage victory! 
The first part of your travel kit is done, great! This would be a perfect
moment to take a break – or share your progress with us on
Instagram tagging @bagsandpieces.co and #thetravelkit

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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GLASSES CASE
STEP 1: GLUE ONE HALF OF LINING TO LEATHER 

The lining is glued to the leather in two steps. This is because the
glasses case is folded vertically in the middle and therefore the
lining must also be glued in a curved shape (rather than glued flat
and folded) to achieve a smooth result. 

Apply glue to one half of the leather as shown, stopping before you
reach the middle. Place lining on top and press into place. 

STEP 2: GLUE SECOND HALF OF LINING TO LEATHER

Fold the lining over to the left so that the outer edges meet. Now
apply the glue to the rest of the leather. Carefully fold the leather
over to the left and place it on top of the lining, making sure that the
outer edges are perfectly aligned. Press in place. Use your fingers or
a thin booklet (approx 1-2cm thick) to make sure the lining is glued to
the leather at the point of the fold. You may feel the lining stretch a
little as you do this.



STEP 3: SEW GLASSES CASE  TOGETHER

Using a saddle stitch, begin sewing from the bottom short edge as
shown (instructions for saddle stitch are described in the Basics
Guide). When you reach the top, leave the needles still threaded.
You will now finish the edges (step 4) before making the final
overcasting stitch (step 5) and cutting the thread.
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STEP 4: EDGE FINISH GLASSES CASE 

Finish the edges of the glasses case all the way around, including
the edges where you sewed (2 layers of leather) and also where the
glasses case opens (1 layer of leather). Where two layers of leather
are sewn together, you may need three or four layers of base coat to
achieve an even result.

Apply the base coat as described in the Basics Guide: first apply a
thin layer, allow to dry, then sand, then apply a thicker layer and
allow to dry again. Depending on your needs, apply a third layer of
base coat or the edge paint directly. Let it dry well before continuing
with the next step.

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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STEP 5: OVERCASTING STITCH   

The overcasting stitch gives stability to the opening of the glasses
case; the seam here will be stretched out from frequent opening and
closing. 

In the overcasting stitch, the thread is led from the last seam hole
outwards over the edge and then threaded through the hole again
from the other side (see diagram). This is done once on both sides so
that two tight loops of yarn lie over the edge. Then backstitch two
stitches down, hide the thread ends as described in the Basics Guide
and secure it with a glue dot. 

And it is already done! Congratulations on your new glasses case!

2/3 are already done! 
Now the second part of your travel kit is done, yay! This would be a
perfect moment to take a break – or share your progress with us on
Instagram tagging @bagsandpieces.co and #thetravelkit

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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PASSPORT WALLET

STEP 1: MAKE CARD SLOTS IN LEFT POCKET   

For this step you will need: 3x pieces of extra thin lining; the (thicker)
fabric lining; and the leather piece with the slots. 

a) Apply a very, very thin layer of glue to the wrong side of the
leather under the bottom slit.
b) Place one piece of the extra thin lining on the leather so the short
end is flush with the bottom slit on the leather. Press into place.
c) Apply a thin layer of glue to the wrong side of the leather between
the bottom and middle slit, stopping 2mm below the middle slit. Fold
over the extra thin lining piece and place it on the glue between the
bottom and middle slit to create a pocket. Check the pocket depth
and positioning with a card before proceeding.
d) Repeat to create pockets for the other two card slots. The
individual pockets should lie loosely on top of each other. 
(e) Now glue the thicker lining on top of the leather/card pocket
construction you just made. To do this, apply a layer of glue to the
free areas of leather (including over the seam holes) and place the
thicker lining on top. Press into place. Take care not to smear the
pockets with glue.

a) b) c) d) e)
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STEP 2: GLUE LINING TO WALLET

There are parts of the wallet where the lining will remain exposed on
the inside at the edges when the wallet is open. Therefore, to prevent
the lining from fraying when sewing, when gluing the lining to the
leather be sure to glue up to the edge, i.e. over the seam holes (this is
contrary to the advice in the Basics Guide). This ensures the lining lies
flat on the leather at the edge. 

(a) This is a general diagram to show you where the glue should be
applied (the red areas). 
(b) Apply glue to the left side of the leather, ensuring it goes up to the
edge at the points where the lining remains exposed (see diagram).
(c) Place the lining on top and press in place. 
(d) Fold the lining to the left so the edges align then apply the glue to
the remaining area of   the leather.
(e) Carefully fold the leather over to the left and place it on top of the
lining, making sure that the outer edges are perfectly aligned. Press
into place. Then use your fingers or a thin booklet (approx 1-2cm
thick) to make sure the lining is glued to the leather at the point of the
fold. You may feel the lining stretch a little as you do this.

a) b)

c) d) e)

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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STEP 3: EDGE FINISH POCKETS AND SECTION OF MAIN WALLET 

Finish the inner edges of the pockets as described in the Basics
Guide. The edges to be finished are marked in black on the diagram. 

On the main wallet, apply one thin layer of base coat to the edges of
the sections where the lining will remain exposed (i.e. the edges
marked in blue on the diagram). This is to stabilise the lining before
you sew. In step 5 you will edge finish around the entire outer edge
of the wallet including these sections. 

STEP 4: SEW ALL AROUND THE WALLET

Use document clips to hold the left and right pockets in their final
position. If you are right-handed, the outside of the case is always on
the right (left-handers on the left). 

Sew the wallet together using a saddle stitch as described in the
Basics Guide. You can start sewing wherever you like.

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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STEP 5: EDGE FINISH ALL AROUND THE WALLET

Almost there! Now all you have to do is edge finish around all the
edges of the wallet as described in the Basics Guide. And your new
passport wallet is ready!

Final Countdown! 
The Travel Kit: CHECK. How cool!
If we could see your travel kit right now, we would definitely do a
happy dance with you! To share your joy, post a photo of your makes
with the hashtag #thetravelkit and tag us @bagsandpieces.co. 

https://www.bagsandpieces.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Basics-Guide.pdf
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© 2022, BAGS & PIECES GmbH
Last Updated: July 26 2022 

 
The rights to pictures, drawings, as well as texts are exclusively with BAGS & PIECES GmbH,
represented by Vivian Edel. The instructions may only be used for private purposes.
Duplication, copying and passing on of the instructions or parts of these instructions is only
possible with the written permission of BAGS & PIECES.  


